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ORGANIZATION OF SOVIET TROOPS FACING IRAN

ﬁlace names marked by an asterisk (*) are transliterations of
the Persian,/

The following report on the orgenizatioy and disposition of the Soviet

S Army has been compiled by Tehran Mossavaer as a result of minute study of a
. large amount of data together wit reports from both foreign and domestie mili-
o tary leaders as well as from persons connected with military affairs ang Soviet
refugees vho Por Years resided along the Iran-USSR border.

The Border

Aloug the Iran-USSR border the Soviets have cleared all inhabitants for a
depth of 80 kilometers. At the border itself they have erected a series or
barbed wire [Entanglement_s] connected to wooden or iron pillars. Under these
pillars are explosivaes and mines which will detonate merely by touching the pil-
lar or the barbed wires. Behind thig barbed wire there is g roed,

This road 1s soft and smooth.

alvays kept soft with chemicals. Any footprint on this ro
irmediately, Furthermore, thig roag is mined and the
themihed locations can be distinguished only by the b

Border Posts

Behind this barbed wire and road, the Soviets have established » in addi-
tion to normal frontier establishments » & series of 138 command posts and thou-
sands of forward postas. Of these 138 command posts, Tl are located across the
frontier of Iranian Azerbei jan, nine along the Caspian Sea coast, 22 posts face
Gorgan, and 48 posts face Khorasan [Fote that these add to 1507, The nine com
" mand posts located along the Caspian Sea coast are supplemented b

center. )
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The command posts are of battalion strength, completely equipped with all
things necessary to execute a war, including tanks, artillery, anti-aircraft
equipment, communication systems, and other services ang support units,

From the commang posts, trenches extend iy all directions, These trenches
are occupled at all timeg by six guards equipped with light and heavy arms, In-
addition to these trenches, there are nunerous forward posts between each com-

vand post. Thege forward posts are equipped with various communications equip=-
ment,

The living conditions of Soviet border troops are batter than those of the
average Soviet citizen, The border troops in this area receive better clothing
and housing, and are even permitted luxurious 1iving, including rrostitutes who
are imported once 8 week for a 2h-hour stay,

Military Districts ang Troop Concentrations

The USSR has both stationary and mobile troops along her southern border.
The maJor portion of the stationary troops, which are located at the border, is
under the control of Beriya, Minister of Internal Affairs USSR, The mobile

troope, located behind the stationary troops, are under the control of the So- .
viet Army,

‘Currently, the border troops are engaged in the construction of cement
blockhouses, These bloekhouses, vhich have elready been completed in the As-
tara area, are similar to the ancient Iranian fortresses,

The Soviet Army which faces Iran is divided into four groups, vhich main-
tain constant communications with each other. These groups have a defense
plan, for use in the event of an unexpected attack, which includes the course
of action for each. These defense plans are exchanged every 6 months.

The most important concentrations of Soviet armed forces which face Iran
are as follows:

. 1. Yerevan, Nakhichevan, Armenian District

This district is under the control of the Soviet Fourth Army.which was
recently reinforced and has now insreasaj 1%3 4roops near the Turkish border,
The important centers of Soviet border troops in thig district are Hakhichevan,
Dzhul 'fa, and Arabnik ja%,

2. Caucasus District

The headquarters for this district ig lecated at Baku. Tmportant bore
der troop centers are located at Xhuds Afarin, Aslenduz¥, Larijan*, Bakhran
Tepe, Belyasuvar, Parvanbol#, Yersheb*, Golgaa¥, Astara, and Gevi Tepe*,

3. Caspian Air ang Naval District

The headquarters for this district is located at Krasnovodsk, This
district does not include any lang forces. The warship and small armed boats
are under the control of the Minister of Navy USSR. The Shilat Company ZTiauian—
USSR Fisheries hes L4 observation posts note that a figure of 71 was given
previoucly for the Shilat information center/ in the Caspian Sea which furnish

wilitary information for this command,
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L. Eastern Caspian Ses District fPurkestan Military District]
Headquarters for this district are located at Ashkhabad. The impor-
tant border troop centers are at Kyzyl: Atrek, Kara Kara, Kava Tepe, Iﬂmx!gqasr* )

The Soviets have approximately four to six mixed and full divisions along
the border, each vwith motorized artillery, air s cavalry, and infantry units,
In addition, the Soviets have reinforcements consisting of about 20 divisions
which can come to the aid of any spot on the border within & fev hours. Thege
forces are concentreted at Lepkoran + Nakhichevan, Yerevan, Ashkhabad » and Mary,

The airfields located in this region are equipped with the latest equip-
went,

The main rail communicetion system 1n the Caucasus includes the railroad
from Baku to Tbilis{ and the railrcad from Groznyy to Stavropul® apd Rostov.

The railroads in the Eastern Caspian Sea section are the Kraanovodak-iﬂshk-
abad reiliroad and the Orsk-Raku ja _[R'ybach'yel7 (Kirgizia) railrosd,

Probable Soviet Attack Routes

In the event of a third world war, according to military experts and lead-
ers, the Soviets will attack Iran by the following routes:

Southern Caucasug Region

The units ip this region, with keadquarters ip Yerevan, are cocen=
trated in the Armenian SSR. 2 portion of these unitg vill, in the event of &
var, attack Turkey. A second group, with the aid of the reserves, which are
located in Yerevan and Nakhichevan » i1l enter Iran through Por-i-Dasht. This
force, utilizing the road west of Rezaiyeh Lake 5> Will head towargd Kurdestan and
Qasr-1i-Shiriyn. The third unit from Armenia, which w1ill wove south on the eagt

~side of Rezalyeh lake, will enter Iran through Jalfa, Marand, Tabriz , and Mian-
duab and Join the farces coming down west of Rezaiyeh Lake 1n Kurdestan,

Easstern Caucasus Region

The Soviet forces ip this region will Penetrate the Dasht-i-Moghan
area, through Khuda Afarip. This unit will we Supported, indirectly, by the
third unit from the Armenian SSR » coming through Jalfa ang Tebriz. The Khuda
Afarin untt will be flanked on the Caspian Seg Coast by the second Caucasus
unit from Baku, Lenkeran s and Soviet Astara, The latter group vill enter Irap
through Iranian Astara, A portion of this group will head towvard Tabriz through
Ardebil s while the balance of the group will head toward Tehran via Bandar Pah-
levi, Resht, and Qazvin,

Eastern Caspian Sea Region

The 'Ashkhabad groups, which are composed of several motorized divi.
sions, will leave Ashkhabad and » taking advantage of the terrain of Turkestan
and Khorasan, will enter Khorasan and move toward Baluchistan ang Gorgan. The
third motorized 8roup from the Turkmen SSR wil) depart from Sarekhs s Ashkhabad,
Firuz, and Tapg-i-Allah Akbar and move south,

The main objective of this force moving south would be to sever the
line of commmnications between Indie, Pakhistan » Afghanistan, and Irap, After
completing this wission, they would prepare for an attack on the oll regions in
the Middle East.
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